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Darling Downs – Moreton Rabbit Board 
 

ABN 44 509 080 794 

 
Address:  26 Wood Street, Warwick Q 4370 

Postal Address:  PO Box 332, Warwick, Q 4370 

Telephone:  +61 07 4661 4076 

Facsimile:  +61 07 4661 4722 

Email:   enquiries@ddmrb.org.au 

Website:  www.ddmrb.org.au 

 

This document is produced in accordance with the Financial Accountability Act 2009 (FAA) which requires 

that all statutory bodies prepare annual reports and table them in the Legislative Assembly each financial 

year and the Financial and Performance Management Standard 2019 (FMS) which provides specific 

requirements for information that is to be disclosed in the annual reports, and other legislative requirements. 

 

A checklist outlining the Annual Reporting Requirements for Queensland Government agencies can be 

found at the end of this document. 

 

© Darling Downs – Moreton Rabbit Board 2020 

 

This annual report is licensed by the State of Queensland (Darling Downs – Moreton Rabbit Board) under a 

Creative Commons Attribution (CC BY) 4.0 International licence. 

 
 

In essence you are free to copy, communicate and adapt this annual report, as long as you attribute the work 

of the State of Queensland (Darling Downs – Moreton Rabbit Board). To view a copy of this licence, visit 

http://creativecommons.org/licences/by/4.0/. 

 

Content from this report should be attributed as: The State of Queensland (Darling Downs – Moreton Rabbit 

Board) Annual Report 2019/2020. 

 

The Darling Downs – Moreton Rabbit Board published this document in September 2020. The office of the 

Board is located at 26 Wood Street Warwick, Queensland 4370. Copyright enquiries about this publication 

should be directed to the Chief Executive Officer at the address shown. 

 

PUBLIC AVAILABILITY 
For enquiries regarding the  2019/2020 Annual Report or to obtain a copy of the report you may contact the 

Chief Executive Officer by telephoning 07 4661 4076 or by email to the Chief Executive Officer at 

enquiries@ddmrb.org.au or by written request to the Chief Executive Officer, PO Box 332, Warwick 

Queensland 4370. Please note that a copying charge may be applied. 

 

INTERPRETER SERVICE STATEMENT 
The Queensland Government is committed to providing accessible services to Queenslanders from all 

culturally and linguistically diverse backgrounds. If you have difficulty understanding the 2019/2020 Report, 

you can contact the Chief Executive Officer.  A free 24-hour online translation service for text and web pages 

is available on 444.translate.google.com. A general government Translating and Interpreting Service is also 

available in Australia 24 hours a day, 7 days a week for the cost of a local call on 131 450. 
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26 August 2020 
 
 
 
The Honourable Mark Furner MP 
Minister for Agricultural Industry Development and Fisheries 
PO Box 46 
BRISBANE  QLD  4001 
 
 
 
Dear Minister 
 
I am pleased to submit for presentation to the Parliament, the Annual Report 2019-2020 and 
financial statements for the Darling Downs-Moreton Rabbit Board. 
 
I certify that this Annual Report complies with: 
 

• The prescribed requirements of the Financial Accountability Act 2009 and the Financial and 
Performance Management Standard 2019, and 
 

• The detailed requirements set out in the Annual Report requirements for Queensland 
Government agencies. 
 

A checklist outlining the annual reporting requirements is provided at pages 55-56 of this Annual 
Report. 
 
 
Yours sincerely 
 

 
 
Mrs Anne Glasheen 
Chairman 
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CHAIRMAN’S ANNUAL REPORT 2019-2020 
 
 
In my capacity as Chairman of the Darling Downs Moreton Rabbit Board I submit the Board’s 
annual report for the year ended 30 June 2020 for consideration. 
 
The Board plays an integral role in preventing the spread of rabbits by: 
 
1. Maintaining the 555 kilometres of rabbit proof fence, preventing the spread of rabbits from 

New South Wales into Queensland’s prime agricultural land including the Darling Downs and 
the Lockyer Valley; and 

2. Taking measures to control and eradicate rabbit populations in the Board area. 
 
The rabbit proof fence also contributes to managing wild dogs with 190 kilometres of the fence top 
netted to make it dog proof as well as rabbit proof. 
 
Approximately 28,000 sq kilometres of Queensland is included in the Darling Downs Moreton 
Rabbit Board operational area incorporating land included in the following local government areas: 
 

• Western Downs Regional Council; 

• Toowoomba Regional Council; 

• Southern Downs Regional Council; 

• Lockyer Valley Regional Council; 

• Scenic Rim Regional Council; 

• Ipswich City Council; 

• Logan City Council; and 

• City of Gold Coast. 

 
The Board continues to operate as a state agency with an independent Board comprising of the 
following members. Membership of the Board was renewed by the Minister with Board members 
taking office on 8 February 2017. It is expected that their term will expire on 31 August 2020. 
 
Board Members:  Name:    Date Appointed: 

Chairman   Cr Anne Glasheen   8 February 2017 

Deputy Chairman  Cr Duncan McInnes  8 February 2017 

    Cr Greg Olm   8 February 2017 

    Cr Glenn Tozer  8 February 2017 

    Cr Janice Holstein  8 February 2017 

    Cr Jo McNally    8 February 2017 
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Finance 
 
The Darling Downs Moreton Rabbit Board is funded primarily through the application of precepts to 
local governments within the Board Area pursuant to the Biosecurity Act 2014 and the associated 
regulation. The precept amount provided a total of $1,784,795 in operating funds for the Board 
over the course of the year. The precept amount for each of the contributing local governments is 
calculated by the Queensland Government based on geographic and financial characteristics of 
each contributor. 
 
Statutory Obligations 
 
The Board’s three year Business Plan and Five Year Capital Works Plan are reviewed annually to 
ensure that the Board’s operations are continuously improved and that there are reliable measures 
of the performance of the Board operation. 
 
The primary objectives of the Board remain: 
 
1. Maintenance of the fence to a rabbit proof standard. 

2. Eradication of Rabbits in the Board’s Operational Area. 

3. Education of the community regarding the economic impacts, caused by rabbits. 
 
Our policies and procedures continue to be reviewed to reflect a high level of compliance with 
current legislation. 
 
Operations 
 
The Board has continued its focus over the last financial year to place greater emphasis and effort 
on rabbit control and eradication, refocusing some of its efforts from fence maintenance. The 
primary role of the Board is however, to maintain an effective barrier against the entry of rabbits 
into the Board area and the fence has been maintained in rabbit proof condition. 
 
The increased focus on eradication and control of rabbits has seen the continuation of an 
increased number of surveys to identify rabbit populations, with surveys being conducted 
throughout the Board area and part of the Somerset Regional Council area, in continuation of the 
previous surveys conducted as part of the Queensland Feral Pest Initiative “Optimising Rabbit 
Biocontrol” project.   
 
The Board is committed to meeting with contributing Councils and their staff where possible during 
the year. The Board held its September 2019 meeting in Oakey at which a number of Toowoomba 
Regional Council staff attended, and a planned visit to the Scenic Rim and inspection of areas 
burnt by bushfire in late 2019  was postponed due to adverse weather and Covid-19 travel 
restrictions. These have also delayed the start of fence replacement works in that location. 
 
the Board will continue to invite contributing Councils to attend its meetings and undertake fence 
inspections where possible during the next twelve months. This will allow a first-hand 
understanding of the role of the fence and the extent to which it is effective in controlling rabbits, as 
well as the compliance aspect of the Board’s operations. 
 
As this is the last year of operation of the current Board, I would like to thank Directors for their 
contributions as part of our team over the last three and a half years. The cross section of 
knowledge and skills incorporated into the Board has ensured that we had the knowledge and 
skills as a group to lead the maintenance and development of the fence over this period and to 
work constructively with stakeholders in the Board area to continue our mission to eradicate 
rabbits. 
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I would also like to take the opportunity to thank our Chief Executive Officer, Mr Ian Stevenson, 
and his staff for the work that they have done over the past twelve months. 
 
 

 
…………………………………………… 
Mrs Anne Glasheen 
Chairman 
26 August 2020  
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CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER’S REPORT 2019-2020 
 
The principal activities of the Board over the last twelve months have been maintenance of the 
rabbit proof fence as well as compliance, control and extension work throughout the Board area. 
 
There has continued to be a significant investment in fence renewal over the course of the last 
year including the completion of the replacement of 8.5 kilometres of fence in the Karara District, 
the completion of 10km of top netting for wild dog control in conjunction with the Goondiwindi 
Regional Council and various fence and gate upgrades as required.    
  
In late 2019, approximately 27km of rabbit height fence was destroyed by bushfires in the Mt 
Lindsay area and due to the time taken to clear access tracks from fallen trees, wet weather and 
travel restrictions caused by Covid-19, contractors were yet to commence the replacement 
program as at 30 June 2020. In the meantime, Board staff worked on this project over many 
months to gain access and to effect temporary repairs where appropriate. 
 
The Board purchased three (3) reserves containing staff housing during 2019/20 for a total of 
$347,187. This will give security of tenure and allow the houses to be rented to third parties when 
not required for Board staff, with funds being applied to maintain those and other houses. 
 
Board Role 
 
The Board is a pest operational Board established under the Biosecurity Act 2014 and is 
responsible for maintaining the rabbit district highlighted in the following map free of rabbits. 
 

 
Figure 1: Map of the Darling Downs-Moreton Rabbit District extending from Goombi to Mt Gipps 

 
  



 

 
Darling Downs – Moreton Rabbit Board Annual Report 2019-2020 9 | P a g e  

 

The Board provides a rabbit control and eradication service to eight local authorities and their 
ratepayers with the Board operational area comprising some 28,000km2 in South East 
Queensland.  The service is delivered primarily through the maintenance and renewal of the rabbit 
proof fence as well as the provision of expertise and technical information to assist landholders to 
eradicate rabbits from their land. 
 
Information Systems and Record Keeping 
 
The Board’s records are kept securely in compliance with the Public Records Act 2002 and the 
Financial and Performance Management Standard 2019. Minutes of meetings of this Board and 
previous Boards from inception in 1893 to 1981 were delivered to State Archives in March 2019. 
Further archiving has commenced, however materials have been kept at the Board’s office 
pending completion of a project to update the Board’s historical publication “Keeping Rabbits Out”. 
 
A substantial part of the Board’s records are now kept digitally, and the Board’s IT records were 
migrated to the Cloud during 2019/20. 
 
Funding Provided by Local Governments 
 
The Boards operations are funded by a precept levied on local authorities with land in the Board 
operational area.  The following table summarises the contributions from each of the precept 
Councils. 
 

 
Local Authority 

Precept 
2018/9 

Precept 
2019/20 

Proposed 
2020/21 

% of 
Precept 

Logan City Council $    89,666 $     91,908 $     94,205 5.15% 

Ipswich City Council $    90,885 $     93,157 $     95,486 5.22% 

City of Gold Coast $  121,354 $   124,387 $   127,497 6.96% 

Lockyer Valley Regional Council $  123,095 $   126,173 $   129,327 7.07% 

Western Downs Regional Council $  201,618 $   206,659 $   211,825 11.58% 

Scenic Rim Regional Council $  252,284 $   258,591 $   265,056 14.49% 

Southern Downs Regional Council $  295,812 $   303,206 $   310,786 16.99% 

Toowoomba Regional Council $  566,550 $   580,714 $   595,232 32.54% 

 

Rabbit Proof Fence 
 

The Rabbit Proof Fence is maintained by permanent staff employed by the Board who undertake 
both general maintenance and renewal works. 
 

The major components of renewal work for the year ended 30 June 2020 were: 
 

• Completion of eight (8) kilometres of new rabbit height fence at Karara (Insurance Claim) and 
replaced Everleigh Gate. 

• Ten (10) kilometres of top netting (dog height fence) was completed west of Karara in 
conjunction with the Goondiwindi Regional Council.  

• Nineteen (19) kilometres of footnetting was replaced across the Board area. 

• Gateway and Floodway projects were completed in the Rocky Creek area.  

• Replaced fence between White Swamp and Mt Clunie (ongoing). 

• Replaced a 0.3km section of rabbit height fence at Mt Lindsay.  

• Replaced a section of fence from Red Tank Grid towards Cottonvale.     

 
Three motor vehicles and an ATV were traded and replaced during the course of the year. 
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Establishment 
 
The Board currently has 14.4 full time equivalent staff, and there has been no change from 2015.  
 
Staff are applied to operational requirements in as follows: 
 

Area 2019 2020 

Management 2 2 

Fence Maintenance / Renewal  10 10 

Compliance 2 2 

Administration .4 .4 

 14.4 14.4 

 

Compliance and Extension 
 
Rabbits are generally low in number but widespread across more than half the Board area. The 
extent of the problem necessitates a strategic approach that prioritises the key assets to be 
protected. Surveys conducted over the previous 3 years have identified key breeding sites along 
the northern and southern boundary of the Board operational area.  The information collected will 
focus planning for future survey and control programs to protect high value horticultural areas in 
the Lockyer Valley. Information collected during a survey conducted in the Southern Downs 
identified properties with low to medium density infestations which required immediate control to 
suppress the breeding capacity of the rabbits to reduce the environmental damage and grazing 
pressure in a drought affected area.   
 
Future surveys are planned along the northern boundary of the Lockyer Valley to complete a buffer 
zone 6km wide and 35km long.  The completion of this survey will provide an area to prioritise 
control efforts and restrict the spread of rabbits where there is no physical barrier to halt their 
progress. 
 
General Compliance Activities 

 
General compliance activities throughout the year included responding to calls for assistance from 
landholders within the Board operational area, providing advice and assistance to local and state 
government authorities, inspecting land surrounding known infestations of rabbits and attending 
properties reported to be keeping pet rabbits.  A total of 954 property inspections were conducted 
during the 2019-2020 financial year which resulted in the removal of 164 breeding sites reducing 
the number of offspring by 890 per month.  
 
The Board received 11 reports of pet rabbits resulting in 6 rabbits being seized, 3 properties had 
removed the pet rabbits prior to an inspection and 3 had no evidence of rabbits being kept at the 
premises.  All rabbits seized were rehomed interstate by the RSPCA.     
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Optimising Rabbit Biocontrol Program 
 
In addition to general compliance duties, the Board conducted follow up inspections and 
implemented harbour removal on properties identified during surveys in 2018-2019.   
Activities included: 

• Assisting landholders to apply for permits to burn ground harbour. 

• Providing information to landholders about harbour removal. 

• Collaborating with NRM Organisations, local and state government authorities to remove 

harbour on land under their management to support work completed on adjoining private 

land. 

• Assist landholders with the removal of ground harbour and ripping warrens. 

• Survey properties after harbour removal has been completed to prevent re-entry into 

warrens. 

• Follow up with landholders who have remaining harbour for treatment. 

Results of harbour removal completed by landholders and the Board are summarised as follows –  
 
Toowoomba Survey 
Harbour removal has continued under a funding program managed by Southern Queensland 
Landscapes on properties included in the survey north of Toowoomba during 2018.  Landholders 
participating in the program have removed 273 breeding sites across 31 properties.  The work 
completed will reduce the number of offspring produced by more than 1,800 per month.  The 
program is to continue into the 2020-2021 financial year with several landholders showing interest 
in completing harbour removal in the coming months. 
 
City of Gold Coast Survey 
Follow up inspections were conducted on properties included in the City of Gold Coast survey in 
early 2019 to confirm that harbour removal was completed.  Landholders which had rabbit harbour 
identified on their properties have removed 18 breeding sites across 4 properties.  The work 
completed will reduce the number of offspring produced by more than 150 per month.  
 
City of Ipswich Survey 
Follow up inspections were conducted on properties included in the City of Ipswich survey in 2019 
to confirm that harbour removal was completed.  Landholders which had rabbit harbour identified 
on their properties have removed 32 breeding sites across 12 properties.  The work completed will 
reduce the number of offspring produced by more than 240 per month.  
 
Southern Downs Survey 
Follow up inspections were conducted on properties included in the Southern Downs survey in 
2019.  Harbour removal continues in Dalveen and Killarney with 1866 breeding sites removed 
across 45 properties. The work completed will reduce the number of offspring produced by more 
than 10,400 per month.  Dalveen has been identified as a high priority area and the Board is 
providing extra resources to assist landholders remove rabbit harbour from their properties.   
 
Harbour Removal Overview 
 
Managing rabbit harbour is a crucial element to controlling rabbits across the landscape and 
requires the cooperation of all landholders/managers to achieve positive outcomes.  Over 2,300 
breeding sites were removed during 2019-2020 reducing the productivity of rabbits by 13,400 
offspring per month.  This reduction has a direct benefit to the environment by reducing grazing 
pressure on native seedling germination, reduces soil erosion, improves the quality of pasture for 
livestock and helps to prevent damage to infrastructure and the horticultural industry.   
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Virus Update 
 
The Centre for Invasive Species Solutions have several new projects developing Biocontrol for 
rabbits which includes the National Rabbit Biocontrol Optimisation, understanding RHDV2’s 
interaction with other RHDV’s and its potential as an additional rabbit biocontrol agent and Genetic 
technologies for pest animal control – developing a priority framework. Recent analysis of the 
RHDV2 strain suggests it is replacing the original RHDV1 (Czech strain) and becoming the 
dominant field strain in Australian rabbit populations.   
 
Rabbit samples collected by Board compliance staff during 2019-2020 were tested and returned 
positive for RHDV2, with samples being collected from multiple locations across the Board 
operational area.  A seasonal natural outbreak of Myxomatosis was observed in the Dalveen area 
during July 2019 and June 2020.  Current research suggests only a 30-40% reduction in rabbit 
populations can be expected from Myxomatosis due to an increase in resistance in the wild rabbit 
population. 
 
Contract Activities 
 
The contractor Lanes Traps Australia trading as Feral Impact dealt with most on-ground matters in 
the Gold Coast, Ipswich, and Logan areas, and overlapped with Board compliance staff in the 
Lockyer Valley region.  They also conducted follow up inspections of harbour removal and assisted 
landholders with fire permit applications in the Somerset, Ipswich, Logan, and Gold Coast survey 
areas. 
 
The following table summarises engagement across the region over the course of the year at 
forums, field days, stakeholder meetings and presentations. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Open Data 
 
The Board provided de-identified compliance data to the Queensland Government for the period 
since digital records have been kept (17/08/2015 to 30/06/2020). 
 
Risk Management 
 
The Board reviews its risk profile annually and makes amendments to its risk register and the 
management of these risks based on the outcomes of the review. 
 

  

Council Area  Number 

City of Ipswich 1 

Council of the City of Gold Coast 1 

Lockyer Valley Regional Council 1 

Scenic Rim Regional Council 1 

Southern Downs Regional Council 8 

Toowoomba Regional Council 5 

Somerset Regional Council 2 
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Directors Remuneration 
 
Generally, the Directors of the Board do not receive fees for attending meetings as they are all 
elected Councillors from their respective Councils that contribute to the Rabbit Board’s operations.  
However, as a result of the Qld Local Government elections held in March 2020, two Directors 
were not re-elected as Councillors at their respective Councils and for the period 28 March to 30 
June 2020, were paid meeting fees and mileage allowance by the Board in accordance with the 
Qld Government’s remuneration guidelines. 
 
Queensland Language Services Policy (QLSP) 
 
The Darling Downs Moreton Rabbit Board has not engaged or used interpreter services over the 
course of the financial year ending 30 June 2020. 
 
Consultancies 
 
The Darling Downs Moreton Rabbit Board has engaged one consultant over the course of the 
financial year. The consultant was Globe Accounting in Warwick and they were used to assist with 
the preparation and lodgement of the Board’s Fringe Benefit’s Tax Return for the year ended 31 
March 2020. 
 
Human Rights Act 2019 
 
In accordance with the reporting requirements under the Financial Accountability Act 2009, section 
63, the Board advises  

(a) No action has been taken during the reporting period to further the objects of the Act; 
(b) There have been no human rights complaints received by the Board; and 
(c) There are currently no reviews in progress in relation to policy, etc compatibility with human 

rights. 
 
Public Sector Ethics Act 
 
The Board has an Employee Code of Conduct and the staff received regular updates on their 
obligations as public sector employees to not only comply with the requirements of the Code of 
Conduct but to ensure that they understand and meet their broader statutory obligations to act 
ethically. 
 
Public Service Values 
 
The Board has incorporated Queensland Public Service Values into its broader Strategic decision 
making processes. Examples of how this has impacted on operations and outcomes are 
summarised below. 
 

Customers 
First 

The Board has continued to direct efforts and resources towards responding to and eradicating rabbit 
populations within the Board area over the course of the last twelve months in response to concerns from 
contributing Councils. This has been achieved without compromising the effectiveness of the barrier fence 
which remains the Board’s first priority. 

Ideas Into 
Action 

The Board has participated in a series of activities funded through the Queensland Feral Pest Initiative 
“Optimising Rabbit Biocontrol” project which involved co-operative survey and eradication programs being 
developed and implemented within and outside the Board area as well as advertising that the keeping of 
rabbits in Queensland was illegal and promoting those places that will rehome pet rabbits into New South 
Wales. Promotion was by direct marketing to Vets and Pet Stores as well as advertising to the public on 
television and social media.  

Empower 
People 

The Board has sought to improve the overall skill set of staff across the Board area by implementing staff 
development programs for all staff and introducing specific training for relevant staff of contributing local 
authorities in order to build skills relevant to the identification and eradication of rabbits within the Board 
area. 
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Overseas Travel 

 

There was no overseas travel undertaken on behalf of the Board by any Director or employee 

during 2019/20. 

 

Covid-19 

 

The Covid-19 pandemic had no measurable effect on the operations of the Board in 2019/20. 

 

Our Future State: Advancing Queensland’s Priorities 

 

By maintaining the rabbit fence, eradicating rabbits and educating the community about the 
economic and ecological impact caused by rabbits the Board supports Our Future State: 
Advancing Queensland Priorities by enabling increased private sector investment in agriculture to 
create jobs in a strong economy and to protect the Great Barrier Reef. 
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Major Projects 
 

The following table summarises the forward works program for the fence renewal. 
 

 
Major Projects 2019 - 2020 

 

 

Replace Fence at Brigalow 
heading west 3km 

Darling Downs Division  
 

Replace Fence at Karara 
Everleigh Gate area 8km 

Darling Downs Division 

Replace 4 Gateways and 4 
Floodways in the Darling 

Downs Division 

Replace Fence at Lindsay 
Creek (heading east from flood 

block) 

1km 

 
 

Major Projects 2020 - 2021 

 

 

Replace Fence either side of 
the Tower Gate at Karara 

5kms 

Replace Fence on Grahams 
Road to Warrego Highway 

5kms 

Replace 6 Flood Gates in the 
Darling Downs Division 

Replace 9 Gateways in the 
Darling Downs Division 

 
 

Major Projects 2021 - 2022 

 

 

Replace Fence at Rywong - 
Maypark 

5kms 

Replace Fence at Gibsons to 
Kumbarilla Grid 

5kms 

Replace Fence at Lindsay 
Creek in the Moreton Division 

2kms 

Replace Fence at Mt Gipps 
East in the Moreton Division 

5kms 

 

 
Major Projects 2022 - 2023 

 

 

Replace Fence at 
Commodore Peak Grid 

towards Captains Mountain 

5kms 

Replace Footnetting at Mt 
Leslie - Killarney Crossing 

5kms 

Replace 6 Gateways in the 
Moreton Section 

Replace footnetting Wooden 
Gate - Dunmore 

5kms 

 

 

 

 
………………………………………… 

Ian Stevenson 

CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER 

26 August 2020 
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Darling Downs - Moreton Rabbit Board    

Statement of Profit or Loss and Other Comprehensive Income  

for the year ended 30 June 2020    
            

 Notes 2020 2019 

        $ $ 

Income from continuing operations     

Revenue     

 User charges 2 5,200 4,700 

 Grants and other contributions 3 1,861,173 2,115,032 

 Interest Received 4 25,791 31,189 

 Other revenue 5 75,261 172,238 

      

       

Total income from continuing operations  1,967,425 2,323,159  

         

       

Expenses from continuing operations     

 Loss on disposal of property, plant and equipment 6         11,694     8,736 

 Employee expenses 7 1,123,356 992,276  

 Supplies and services 8 343,663 481,207 

 Depreciation  9 379,640 390,282  

 Other expenses 10 58,283 59,239  

       

       

Total expenses from continuing operations  1,916,636 1,931,740  

       

Operating result from continuing operations  50,789 391,419  

       

Other comprehensive income     

       

 Decrease in Asset Revaluation Surplus 19 (205,256)  (54,063) 

      

Total other comprehensive income  (205,256) (54,063) 

      

Total comprehensive income   (154,467) 337,356 
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Darling Downs - Moreton Rabbit Board    

Statement of Financial Position    

as at 30 June 2020    

            

 Notes 2020 2019 

        $ $ 

      
Current assets     

 Cash and cash equivalents 11 1,596,882      1,682,531  

 Receivables 12 1,813  149,926  

 Inventories 13         122,989 133,459  

 Other assets 14 21,895 19,024  

        

Total current assets  1,743,579 1,984,940       

       
Non-current assets     

 Property, plant and equipment 15 7,082,777 7,048,682  

        

       
Total non-current assets      7,082,777 7,048,682  
      
Total assets  8,826,356 9,033,622  

Current liabilities     

 Payables 16 49,456 103,657  

 Accrued employee benefits 17 162,109 191,032  

        

       
Total current liabilities  211,565 294,689  

Non-current liabilities     

 Accrued employee benefits 17           61,802           31,476  

        

       
Total non-current liabilities  61,802      31,476  

       
Total liabilities  273,367 326,165 

       

Net assets  8,552,989 8,707,457  

       
Equity     

 Accumulated surplus  3,437,871 3,387,083  

 Asset revaluation surplus 19 5,115,118 5,320,374  

        

       

Total equity  8,552,989 8,707,457 

 
  



 

 
Darling Downs – Moreton Rabbit Board Annual Report 2019-2020 18 | P a g e  

 

Darling Downs – Moreton Rabbit Board 
Statement of Changes in Equity 
for the year ended 30 June 2020 

   

Accumulated 
Surplus 

Asset Revaluation 
Surplus Total 

   2020 2019 2020 2019 2020 2019 

   $ $ $ $ $ $ 

Balance at 1 July 3,387,083 2,995,664   5,320,374  5,374,437 8,707,457   8,370,101  

 

 

          
Correction of Prior Period 
Errors - (4,929) - - - (4,929) 

       
Operating Result from 
Continuing Operations 50,789 396,348 - - 50,789 396,348 

 

 

          
Other Comprehensive 
Income:          

Correction of Prior Period 
Errors - - 6,945 (6,945) 6,945 (6,945) 

Increase in Asset 
Revaluation Surplus - - 24,045 - 24,045 - 

Decrease in Asset 
Revaluation Surplus due to 
Impairment Losses - -  (236,246) (47,118) (236,246) (47,118) 

  

 

            

  

 

         

Balance at 30 June 3,437,872 3,387,083 5,115,118 5,320,374 8,552,990   8,707,457 

 

 

       
Correction of Prior Period Errors 
 
The correction of $4,929 and $6,945 in 2019 relates to the identification of suspected duplicated assets in the Board’s 
asset register measured at cost and at fair value respectively. The correction of $6,945 in 2020 relates to fixing the 
prior year correction, as it was identified the respective assets were not duplicated as initially thought in 2019. 
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Darling Downs - Moreton Rabbit Board      
Statement of Cash Flows      
as at 30 June 2020      

            

 Notes 2020 2019 

        $ $ 

      

Cash flows from operating activities     

Inflows        

User charges and fees  5,720 5,170 

Grants and other contributions  1,967,833 2,068,602 

Interest receipts  25,791 31,189 

Other   131,240 213,448 

GST input tax credits from ATO  101,319 71,446 

Outflows    

Employee expenses  (1,121,953) (992,276) 

Supplies and services  (485,756) (581,800) 

Other    (64,111) (59,831) 

GST paid to ATO    (15,046) (81,088) 

      

Net cash provided by operating activities 20 545,037 674,860  

       

Cash flows from investing activities     

Outflows       

Payments for property, plant and equipment    (695,222) (456,796) 

Inflows    

Proceeds from disposal of property, plant and equipment  64,536 56,564 

    

Net cash used in investing activities     (630,686) (400,232) 

       

Net increase/(decrease) in cash and cash equivalents  (85,649) 274,628  

Cash and cash equivalents opening balance  1,682,531 1,407,903  

        

       

Cash and cash equivalents closing balance 11 1,596,882 1,682,531  
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Darling Downs - Moreton Rabbit Board 
Notes to and forming part of the financial statements 
for the year ended 30 June 2020 

 
1. Summary of Significant Accounting Policies 
 
1.1 Objectives and principal activities of the Board 
 

The Board’s role is to maintain the 555 kilometres of barrier fence in rabbit proof condition 
and monitor for compliance with the requirements to manage and control pest rabbits in the 
Board’s operational area in accordance with the Biosecurity Act 2014 (the Act). 

 
The aim of the fence maintenance program and compliance activities is to ensure, as far as 
practicable, the Darling Downs - Moreton Rabbit Board rabbit district, as defined by the Act 
and the associated Regulation is maintained free of rabbits. 

 
The Board achieves this by carrying out regular inspections and upgrades of the fence and 
conducting property inspections to assess for rabbit infestations. If rabbits are located on a 
property within the rabbit district the Board provides technical advice to landholders to ensure 
the most effective eradication techniques are utilised. 

 
1.2  Basis of Accounting 
 

The attached general purpose financial statements have been prepared to comply with the 
Board’s obligations pursuant to section 39 of the Financial and Performance Management 
Standard 2019, section 88 of the Biosecurity Act 2014, applicable Australian Accounting 
Standards and Interpretations of the Australian Accounting Standards Board. In addition, the 
financial report complies with Queensland Treasury Minimum Reporting requirements as 
applicable for the year ended 30 June 2020, and other authoritative pronouncement. The 
Board is a statutory body and is classified as a not for profit entity under Australian 
Accounting Standards. 

 
The financial statements, except for the cash flow information, have been prepared on an 
accruals basis and are based on historical costs, modified where appropriate, by the 
measurement at fair value of selected non-current assets, financial assets and financial 
liabilities. Material accounting policies adopted in the preparation of these financial 
statements are presented below and have been consistently applied unless otherwise stated. 

 
1.3 Funding of the Board’s Operations – Land Protection Fund 
 

The principal source of funding for the Board is through payments made from the Land 
Protection Fund under s58 of the Biosecurity Act 2014. These payments are derived through 
the requirement of local governments within the Darling Downs - Moreton Rabbit District to 
pay an annual amount to the Land Protection Fund under s60 of the Biosecurity Act 2014. 
 
The funding from the Land Protection Fund is recognised upon receipt.  
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Darling Downs - Moreton Rabbit Board 
Notes to and forming part of the financial statements 
for the year ended 30 June 2020 

 
1.4     User Charges 
 

Revenue from private works and other specific agreements is recognised over time as the 
work is performed. 

 
1.5 Grants and Contributions 
 

Grants and contributions revenue arise from non-exchange transactions where the Board 
does not directly give approximately equal value to the grantor.  
 
Where the grant agreement is enforceable and contains sufficiently specific performance 
obligations for the Board to transfer goods or services to a third-party on the grantor’s behalf, 
the grant is accounted for under AASB 15 Revenue from Contracts with Customers. In this 
case, revenue is initially deferred as unearned revenue (contract liability) and recognised as 
or when the performance obligations are satisfied. 
 
Otherwise, the grant or donation is accounted for under AASB 1058 Income of Not-for-Profit 
Entities, whereby revenue is recognised upon receipt of the grant funding. The Board did not 
receive any specific purpose capital grants in this financial year. 
 
Contributions of assets received from the government and other parties are recognised at fair 
value on the date of transfer in the Statement of Financial Position, with a corresponding 
amount of revenue recognised in the Statement of Profit or Loss and Other Comprehensive 
Income. 

 
1.6 Interest Revenue 
 

Interest revenue is recognised using the effective interest method. 
 
1.7 Cash and Cash Equivalents 
 

Cash and cash equivalents include cash on hand, deposits held at call with banks, other 
short term highly liquid investments with original maturities of three months or less, and bank 
overdrafts.  
 

1.8 Receivables 
 

Receivables are measured at amortised cost which approximates their fair value at reporting 
date. Terms are settlement of between seven (7) days to three months, no interest is 
charged and no security is obtained. 
 
The Board’s receivables are mainly from Queensland Local Government Authorities, 
Queensland Government agencies or Australian Government agencies. No loss allowance is 
recorded for these receivables on the basis of materiality and the nature of these 
receivables. 

 
1.9 Inventories 
 

The materials on hand comprise of materials held at various locations for fence maintenance 
and are valued at the lower of cost and net realisable value. 

 
 
 



 

 
Darling Downs – Moreton Rabbit Board Annual Report 2019-2020 22 | P a g e  

 

Darling Downs - Moreton Rabbit Board 
Notes to and forming part of the financial statements 
for the year ended 30 June 2020 

 
1.10 Acquisition of Assets 
 

Actual cost is used for the initial recording of all non-current physical acquisitions. Cost is 
determined as the value given as consideration plus cost incidental to the acquisition, 
including all costs incurred in getting assets ready for use. 

 
1.11 Property, Plant and Equipment 
 

Items of property, plant and equipment with a cost or other value equal to or in excess of the 
following thresholds are recognised for financial reporting purposes in the year of acquisition: 

 
 Land      $     1.00 
 Buildings      $ 10,000 
 Infrastructure     $ 10,000 
 Plant and equipment    $   5,000 
 

Land improvements are included with buildings. Items with a lesser value are expensed in 
the year of acquisition. 

 
1.12 Revaluation of Non-Current Physical Assets 
 

Land, buildings and infrastructure are measured at fair value in accordance with AASB 116 
Property, Plant and Equipment, AASB 13 Fair Value Management and Queensland 
Treasury’s Non-Current Asset Accounting Policies for the Queensland Public Sector. 

 
Plant and equipment is measured at historical cost. 

 
Non-current physical assets measured at fair value are comprehensively revalued at least 
once every five years with interim valuations, using appropriate indices, being otherwise 
performed on an annual basis where there has been a material variation in the index. 

 
Any revaluation increment arising on the revaluation of an asset is credited to the asset 
revaluation surplus of the appropriate class, except to the extent it reverses a revaluation 
decrement for the class previously recognised as an expense in the Statement of Profit or 
Loss and Other Comprehensive Income.  A decrease in the carrying amount on revaluation 
is charged as an expense, to the extent that it exceeds the balance, if any, in the asset 
revaluation surplus relating to that asset class. 

 
On revaluation, accumulated depreciation is restated proportionately with the change in the 
carrying amount of the asset and any change in the estimate of the remaining useful life. 

 
Crown reserve land is also made available, without charge, for the use of the Board. As this 
land is not controlled by the Board it is not included in the financial report. 

 
1.13 Depreciation of Property, Plant and Equipment 
 

The Board does not apply depreciation to land. 
 

Property, plant and equipment is depreciated on a straight line basis in order to allocate the 
net cost or revalued amount of each asset, less its estimated residual value, progressively 
over its estimated useful life. 
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Darling Downs - Moreton Rabbit Board 
Notes to and forming part of the financial statements 
for the year ended 30 June 2020 

  
1.13 Depreciation of Property, Plant and Equipment (continued) 
 
 For each class of depreciable asset, the following useful lives are used: 
 

Asset Class Asset Sub-Class Estimated Useful Life in 
Years 

 
Buildings  

 
Timber Residence 
Sheds 

 
19 – 60 years 
3 – 17 years 
 

 
Infrastructure 

 
Rabbit Proof Fence 

 
25 – 50 years 
 

 
Plant and equipment 

 
Motor Vehicles 
Heavy Plant 

 
5 – 10 years 
5 – 10 years 
 

 
1.14 Impairment of Non-Current Assets 
 

All non-current physical assets are assessed for indicators of impairment on an annual basis. 
If an indicator of possible impairment exists, the Board determines the asset’s recoverable 
amount. Any amount by which the assets carrying amount exceeds the recoverable amount 
is recorded as an impairment loss. 

 
The asset’s recoverable amount is determined as the higher of the asset’s fair value less 
costs to sell and value in use, which is determined as an asset’s current replacement cost. 

 
1.15 Employee Benefits 
 

Short-Term Employee Benefits 
 

Provision is made for the Board’s obligation for short-term employee benefits. Short-term 
employee benefits are benefits (other than termination benefits) that are expected to be 
settled wholly within the twelve (12) months after the end of the reporting period in which the 
employees render the related services, including wages, salaries, employee incentives, 
annual leave and vested long service leave. Short-term employee benefits are measured at 
the (undiscounted) amounts expected to be paid when the obligation is settled. Short-term 
employee benefits are recognised as a current liability in provisions on the statement of 
financial position. 

 
Sick leave is non-vesting therefore an expense for sick leave is only recognised when this 
leave is taken. 
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Darling Downs - Moreton Rabbit Board 
Notes to and forming part of the financial statements 
for the year ended 30 June 2020 

 
1.15 Employee Benefits (continued) 

 
Other Long-term Employee Benefits 
 
Provision is made for employees’ long service leave entitlement not expected to be settled 
wholly within twelve (12) months after the end of the reporting period in which the employees 
render the related service. Other long-term employee benefits are measured at the present 
value of the expected future payments to be made to the employees. Expected future 
payments incorporate anticipated future wage and salary levels, durations of service and 
employee departures and are discounted at rates determined by reference to market yields 
at the time of the reporting period on government bonds that have maturity dates that 
approximate the terms of the obligations. Upon the re-measurement of obligations for other 
long-term employee benefits, the net change in the obligation is recognised in profit and loss 
as a part of employee benefits expense. Long-term benefits are disclosed as a non-current 
liability on the statement of financial position. 
 
Superannuation 
 
Employer superannuation contributions are paid to the employee’s superannuation fund at 
9.5% of their gross wage. Contributions are expensed in the period in which they are paid or 
payable. The Board’s obligation is limited to its contribution to the employer superannuation 
fund. 
 
Key Management Personnel Remuneration 
 
Key management personnel and remuneration disclosures are made in accordance with 
section five of the Financial Reporting Requirements for Queensland Agencies issued by 
Queensland Treasury. Refer to note 18 for the disclosures on key management personnel 
and remuneration. 

 
1.16 Taxation 
 

The Board is a statutory body pursuant to the Income Tax Assessment Act 1936 and is 
exempt from Commonwealth Income Tax. The Board is subject to Fringe Benefits Tax and 
Goods and Services Tax. 

 
1.17 Goods and Services Tax 
 

Revenue, expenses and assets are recognised net of the amount of goods and services tax 
(GST), except where the amount of GST incurred is not recoverable from the Australian 
Taxation Office (ATO). Receivables and payables are stated inclusive of GST. 
 
The net amount of GST recoverable from, or payable to, the ATO is included as part of the 
receivables or payables in the statement of financial position. 
 
Cash flows in the statement of cash flows are included on a gross basis and the GST 
component of cash flows arising from investment and financial activities which is recoverable 
from, or payable to, the ATO is classified as operating cash flows. 
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Darling Downs - Moreton Rabbit Board 
Notes to and forming part of the financial statements 
for the year ended 30 June 2020 

 
1.18 Issuance of Financial Statements 
 

The financial statements are authorised for issue by the Chairman and the Chief Executive 
Officer of the Darling Downs - Moreton Rabbit Board at the date of signing the Certificate of 
the Chairman and Chief Executive Officer. The financial statements were issued on 26 
August 2020. 

 
1.19 Accounting Estimates and Judgements 
 

The preparation of financial statements necessarily requires the determination and use of 

certain critical accounting estimates, assumptions, and management judgements that have 

the potential to cause a material adjustment to the carrying amounts of assets and liabilities 

within the next financial year.  Such estimate, judgements and underlying assumptions are 

reviewed on an ongoing basis.  Revisions to accounting estimates are recognised in the 

period in which the estimate is revised and in future periods are relevant. 

 

Estimates and assumptions that have the potential to significantly affect the financial position 

reported by the Board are outlined in the following financial statement notes. 

 

1.20 Fair Value Measurement 
 

The Board is required to measure some of its assets and liabilities at fair value on either a 

recurring or non-recurring basis, depending on the requirements of applicable Accounting 

Standards or the Financial Accountability Act 2009. 

 

“Fair Value” is the price the Board would receive to sell an asset or would have to pay to 

transfer a liability in an orderly (i.e. unforced) transaction between independent, 

knowledgeable and willing market participants in the measurement date. 

 

A fair value is a market based measure; the closest equivalent marketing price information is 
used to determine fair value.  Adjustments to market values may be made having regard to 
the characteristics of the specific asset or liability.  The fair values of assets and liabilities that 
are not traded in an active market are determined using one or more valuation techniques.  
These valuation techniques maximise to the extent possible, the use of observable market 
data. 
 
To the extent possible, market information is extracted from the principal market for the asset 

or liability (i.e. the market with the greatest volume and level of activity for the asset or 

liability).  In the absence of such a market, market information is extracted from the most 

advantageous market available to the entity as at the reporting date (i.e. the market that 

maximises the receipts from the sale of the asset or minuses the payment made to transfer 

the liability, after taking into account transaction costs and transport costs). 
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Darling Downs - Moreton Rabbit Board 
Notes to and forming part of the financial statements 
for the year ended 30 June 2020 

 
1.20 Fair Value Measurement (continued) 

 

For non-financial assets, the fair measurement also takes into account a market participant’s 

ability to use the asset in its highest and best use or sell it to another market participant that 

would use the assets in its highest and best use. 

 

1.21 Adoption of New and Revised Accounting Standards 

 

 Three new accounting standards were applied for the first time in 2019-20:- 

 

• AASB 15 Revenue from Contracts with Customers 

• AASB 1058 Income of Not-for-Profit Entities 

• AASB 16 Leases 

 

The nature and effect of changes resulting from the adoption of these standards are detailed 

below. 

 

1.21.1 AASB 15 Revenue from Contracts with Customers  

 

AASB 15 establishes a new five-step model for recognising revenue from contracts with 
customers, which includes all user charges and fees in Note 2 and one of the Board’s grants 
(Grant from the Department of Agriculture and Fisheries) in Note 3. The Board is now 
required to identify performance obligations in its contracts with customers and recognise 
revenue as or when the performance obligations are satisfied. 
 
The Board has applied AASB 15: Revenue from Contracts with Customers with respect to 
the 2019/20 financial year. There were no transactions during 2018/19 which require 
comparative information for 2018/19 to be restated in the financial statements.  

 
1.21.2 AASB 1058 Income of Not-For-Profit Entities 

 

AASB 1058 applies to the Board’s grants and contributions that are not contracts with 
customers, being all grants and contributions disclosed in Note 3 except for the grant from 
the Department of Agriculture and Fisheries. Revenue for these grants continues to be 
recognised upfront on receipt of the funding, consistent with prior accounting treatment. The 
Board did not have any specific purpose capital grants. Overall, there was no transitional 
impact from adopting AASB 1058. 

 

1.21.3 AASB 16: Leases 

 

The Board applied AASB 16 for the first time in 2019/20 and applied the modified 

retrospective transition method and has not restated comparative information for 2018/19. 

 

AASB 16 removes the distinction between operating and finance leases – if an agreement 

meets the definition of a lease then it is recorded on the statement of financial position 

(subject to the exceptions discussed below).  The Statement of Financial Position will have a 

right to use asset (non-current) and a lease liability (split between current and non-current).   

The Statement of Profit or Loss and Other Comprehensive Income will show interest 

expense in relation to the liability and depreciation of the right of use asset. 
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Darling Downs - Moreton Rabbit Board 
Notes to and forming part of the financial statements 
for the year ended 30 June 2020 

 

1.21.3 AASB 16: Leases (continued) 

 

There are two exceptions to the general lease recognition criteria, being leases with a term of 

12 months or less, or leases associated with low value assets, which the Board has 

determined to be below $10,000. If these are used, then the leases are accounted for under 

the existing operating lease accounting treatment.  

 

The Board’s current operating leases consist of a photocopier and a licence to use a parcel 

of NSW Crown Land. The photocopier lease is deemed to be a low value asset and the 

Board has applied the “low value asset” exemption. The lease of the NSW Crown Land is 

currently in the process of being renewed. The Board is yet to view or accept a new license 

(the previous one expired on 31/12/2019), so calculations of the Board’s liability and right-of-

use are unable to be accurately determined at 30 June 2020. However, the previous license 

was for a period of 10 years at a closing fee of $6,546 p.a. 

 

There are a number of Qld Government reserves used and occupied by the Board at no cost, 

as well as a peppercorn lease of a parcel of Qld Crown Land. The Board elects to measure 

these concessionary leases at cost. 
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Darling Downs - Moreton Rabbit Board 
Notes to and forming part of the financial statements 
for the year ended 30 June 2020 

 

   2020 2019 

   $ $ 

2. 

 

User charges 
     

 Private Works 5,200               4,700  

       

 Total user charges 5,200  4,700  

      
3. Grants and contributions    

 

Department of Agriculture and Fisheries: 
Land Protection Fund 
Rabbit Biocontrol Grant 

                     
1,784,795 

                   -   
1,741,264 

358,257  

 Goondiwindi Regional Council            36,480 -  

 Southern Qld Landscapes            24,000 -  

 Local Authorities – Top Netting Fees             15,898            15,511 

     

 Total grants and contributions 1,861,173    2,115,032  

      
4. Interest received   

 Interest on bank accounts and term deposits 25,791 31,189 

    

 Total interest received 25,791 31,189 

    

5. Other revenue    

 Recoveries and Refunds   1,436 1,423  

 Paddock Lease and House Rent 662 646  

 

Insurance Compensation from Loss of Property 1 
Workers Compensation Reimbursements 
Other Revenue 

49,170 
23,493 

500 

167,453 
           - 

2,716  

       

 Total other revenue 75,261 172,238 

     

 

1 Item relates to insurance claims made in 2018/19 relating to the destruction of 8.5km of the rabbit proof 
fence and in 2019/20 due to the theft of a quickspray unit and trailer.  

     

6. Loss on disposal of property, plant and equipment    

 Plant and equipment    (11,694)  (8,736) 

      

 

Total loss on disposal of property, plant and 
equipment (11,694)  (8,736)  
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Darling Downs - Moreton Rabbit Board 

Notes to and forming part of the financial statements 
for the year ended 30 June 2020 

 

    2020 2019 

    $ $ 

7. Employee expenses     

 Employee benefits     

 Wages and salaries1  867,836 778,586  

 Annual Leave  86,913 74,482 

 Sick Leave  15,861 9,663 

 Employer superannuation contributions  102,104 104,648  

 Long service leave  32,450 10,196  

 Employee related expenses    

 Workers' compensation premium  13,259 11,515  

 Other   4,933 3,186 

        

 Total employee expenses  1,123,356 992,276 

      

 

1 Wages were influenced by the Optimising Rabbit Control Project, funded via grant from the Department of 

Agriculture and Fisheries and extra staff employed in 2018/19. 
 

The number of employees including both full-time employees and part-time employees 
measured on a full time equivalent basis is 

        

 Number of Employees:  15  15  
      

    2020 2019 

8. Supplies and services  $ $ 

 Safety equipment & clothing  8,653 8,618  

 Materials - fencing  32,318 23,874  

 Repairs & maintenance  84,875 87,138  

 Printing & stationery  5,792 5,037  

 Electricity & gas  5,632 6,022  

 Fringe benefits tax  5,943 6,511  

 Telephone & postage  15,680 18,376  

 Advertising & signs  4,179 4,608  

 Rates  7,815 13,592  

 Computer supplies  18,609 12,500  

 Motor vehicle expenses     87,812 95,343  

 Portable and small tools  6,135 3,482  

 Contractor – rabbit compliance  50,388 17,550 

 Other  9,832 11,025 

 
Project grant expenditure (excluding employee 
expenses) 2  - 167,531 

     

 Total supplies and services  343,663 481,207 

 
2 This expenditure item relates to costs (excluding employee expenses) associated with the Optimising Rabbit 
Control Project, funded via grant from the Department of Agriculture and Fisheries in 2018/19. 
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Darling Downs - Moreton Rabbit Board 

Notes to and forming part of the financial statements 
for the year ended 30 June 2020 

 

     2020 2019 

     $ $ 

9. Depreciation        

 Property, plant & equipment       

    Buildings              24,770 37,566 

    Infrastructure - Rabbit Proof Fence    248,564 251,111  

    Plant and equipment    106,306  101,605  

          

 Total depreciation    379,640 390,282  

 

10. Other expenses    

 Insurance premiums & registrations  43,159 41,913  

 

Queensland Audit Office – external audit 
fees for the audit of the financial statements 1  14,349 15,031  

 
Queensland Audit Office – external audit 
fees for grant audit services performed  - 1,320  

 Bank Charges and accounting fee  775 5  

      

 Total other expenses   58,283 59,239  

     

 

1 Total audit fees quoted by the Queensland Audit Office relating to the 2019-20 financial statements was 

   $15,000 (2019: $15,031). 
 

11. Cash and cash equivalents     

 Cash on hand               -  25 

 Cash at bank  1,596,882 1,682,506 

       

 Total cash and cash equivalents  1,596,882 1,682,531 

 

12. Receivables     

 Current    

 

Net Receivable from the Australian Taxation 
Office  1,813              - 

 

Qld Department of Agriculture and Fisheries 
– Grant Funding                   - 98,258 

 

Qld Government Insurance Fund – 
Insurance Claim                  - 51,668 

     

 Total current receivables  1,813 149,926  
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Darling Downs - Moreton Rabbit Board 
Notes to and forming part of the financial statements 
for the year ended 30 June 2020 

 

   2020 2019 

   $ $ 

13. Inventories    

 Current    

 Inventory not held for sale    

 Materials and stores at cost  122,989 133,459 

     

 Total current inventories  122,989 133,459  

     

14. Other Assets     
 Current    

 Prepayments  21,895 19,024  

     

 Total current other assets  21,895 19,024  

      
15.    Infrastructure, property, plant and equipment    

 15.1 Land     

           At fair value  709,000  389,000  

           Total land  709,000  389,000  

      

 15.2 Buildings     

           At fair value  1,551,475  2,010,511  

           Less:  accumulated depreciation     (837,021)    (1,325,513) 

           Total buildings  714,454  684,998  

      

 15.3 Infrastructure - rabbit proof fence     

           At fair value  12,286,987 12,688,961  

           Less:  accumulated depreciation     (7,259,322)    (7,296,525) 

           Total infrastructure - rabbit proof fence 5,027,665 5,392,436  

      

 15.4 Plant and equipment     

           At cost      1,243,897  1,183,387  

           Less:  accumulated depreciation        (612,237)       (601,138) 

           Total plant and equipment  631,660  582,249  

       

 Total property, plant and equipment  7,082,777  7,048,683 
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Darling Downs - Moreton Rabbit Board 

Notes to and forming part of the financial statements 
for the year ended 30 June 2020 

 
15.  Infrastructure, property, plant and equipment (continued) 

 15.5     Valuation of property, plant & equipment 

 

Infrastructure, property, plant and equipment have been valued in accordance with 
AASB 116 Property, plant & equipment, AASB 13 Fair Value Measurement and 
Queensland Treasury’ Non-Current Asset Accounting Policies for the Queensland 
Public Sector. 

 

15.5.1   Land, buildings and infrastructure 
Land, buildings and infrastructure were comprehensively revalued as at 30 June 
2017 by the Department of Environment and Resource Management using 'fair 
value' methodology.  Land and buildings on freehold land purchased during 
2019/20 were subsequently revalued as at their respective property settlement 
dates during 2019/20. The valuation of land is based on current market values.  
For infrastructure assets and buildings, the basis for valuation is current 
replacement cost. The Board has judged that these valuations, less an allowance 
for annual depreciation, materially represent fair value as at 30 June 2020. 

  

 15.5.2   Plant and equipment 

 

Plant and equipment is valued at cost in accordance with Queensland Treasury’s 
Non-current Asset Accounting Policies for the Queensland Public Sector. 

       

 15.6      Property, plant & equipment movement reconciliation   

       

 
 Land Buildings  Infrastructure 

Plant and 
equipment 

Total 

  2020 2020 2020 2020 2020 

  $ $ $ $ $ 

            

 Carrying amount at 1 July 2019 389,000  684,998  5,392,436  582,249  7,048,683  

 Correction of prior period errors -         - - 6,945 6,945 

 Additions       347,187 2,994             120,038 225,003 695,222  

 Disposals – written down value -  -  -  (76,231)  (76,231)  

 Revaluation (27,187) 51,232 - - 24,045 

 Depreciation -   (24,770)  (248,564)  (106,306)  (379,640)  

 Impairment losses1 - - (236,246) - (236,246) 

 Carrying amount at 30 June 2020  709,000  714,454 5,027,664  631,660 7,082,777 

1 Impairment losses relates to sections of the rabbit-proof fence that were destroyed by bushfire during the financial year. 
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15.6      Property, plant & equipment movement reconciliation (continued) 

  Land Buildings  Infrastructure 
Plant and 

equipment 
Total 

  2019 2019 2019 2019 2019 

  $ $ $ $ $ 

       

 Carrying amount at 1 July 2018 389,000  701,875 5,418,044  592,612  7,101,531 

 Correction of prior period errors - (6,945) - (4,929) (11,875) 

 Additions -  27,634  280,014  149,149 456,797 

 Disposals – written down value  -  -   (7,393)    (52,978) (60,371)  

 Depreciation  -   (37,566)  (251,111)  (101,605) (390,282) 

 Impairment Losses1 - - (47,118) - (47,118) 

 
Carrying amount at 30 June 
2018 389,000   684,998   5,392,436  582,249  7,048,683  

 

1 Impairment losses relates to sections of the rabbit-proof fence that were destroyed by bushfire during the financial 
year. 
 

     

2020 
$ 

2019 
$ 

16. Payables       

 Current       

 Trade payables and accrued expenses  21,478 79,626  

 PAYG tax payable to the ATO  27,978 16,072 

 Net GST payable to the ATO                       - 7,959  

       

 Total payables    49,456 103,657  

      
       

17. Accrued Employee Benefits       

 Current        

 Long service leave    84,969 123,088  

 Annual leave    77,140 67,944  

     

 

Total current accrued employee 
benefits  162,109 191,032  

        

 Non-current       

 Long service leave     61,802 31,476  

       

 

Total non-current accrued employee 
benefits  61,802 31,476 
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17. Accrued Employee Benefits (Continued) 

 
Provision for employee benefits represent amounts accrued for annual leave and long 
service leave.  The current portion for this provision includes the total amount accrued for 
annual leave entitlements and the amounts accrued for long service leave entitlements that 
have vested due to employees having completed the required period of service.  Based on 
past experience, the Board does not expect the full amount of annual leave or long service 
leave balances classified as current liabilities to be settled within the next 12 months.  
However, these amounts must be classified as current liabilities since the organisation 
does not have an unconditional right to defer the settlement of these amounts in the event 
employees wish to use their leave entitlement.  
 
The non-current portion for this provision includes amounts accrued for long service leave 
entitlements that have not yet vested in relation to those employees who have yet 
completed the required period of service.  In calculating the present value of future cash 
flows in respect of long service leave, the probability of long service leave being taken is 
based on historical data. 

 
18. Key management personnel and remuneration expenses 

 

a) Key Management Personnel 

 

The following table provides details of the key management personnel including those 

positions that had authority and responsibility for planning, directing and controlling the 

activities of the Darling Downs - Moreton Rabbit Board during 2019-20. 

 

 Position Responsibilities Current Incumbents 

   

Contract 
classification 

and appointment 
authority 

Date initially 
appointed to / 
Resigned from 

position 

 

Board 
 
 

Responsible for the overall 
efficient, effective and 
economic administration of the 
Board. 

Appointed by the 
Minister  

8 February 2017 

 

Chief Executive 
Officer (2) 

Responsible for the efficient 
and effective financial 
administration of the Board. 

Employment 
Agreement 

Commenced 17 
September 2018. 

 

Chief Executive 
Officer (1) 

Responsible for the efficient 
and effective financial 
administration of the Board. 

Employment 
Agreement 

Commenced 1 June 
2016 and resigned 

effective 16 
September 2018 

 

Inspector 
Responsible for the efficient 
operation and service delivery 

Employment 
Agreement 

Commenced 8 July 
2002. 
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18. Key management personnel and remuneration expenses (continued) 

 
b) Remuneration Expenses 

 
Board 
 
Generally, the Directors of the Board do not receive fees for attending meetings as they 
are all elected Councillors from the respective Councils that contribute to the Rabbit 
Board operations.  
However, as a result of the Qld Local Government elections held in March 2020, two 
Directors were not re-elected as Councillors at their respective Councils and for the 
period 28 March 2020 to 30 June 2020, were paid meeting fees and mileage allowance 
by the Board in accordance with the Qld Government’s Remuneration Procedure.  
 

Number of Scheduled Meetings One 

Meeting Fees and Mileage Allowances Paid $876 

 
Executive Management 
 
The remuneration and other terms of employment (including motor vehicle entitlements) 
for the key management personnel are specified in employment contracts and 
agreements. 

 
The following disclosures focus on the expenses incurred by the Board during the 
respective reporting periods that is attributable to key management positions. Therefore, 
the amounts disclosed reflect expenses recognised in the Statement of Comprehensive 
Income. 

 
Remuneration expenses for key management personnel comprise the following 
components: 

 
Short-term employee expenses which include: 

• salaries, allowances and leave entitlements earned and expensed for the entire 
year, or for that part of the year that the employee occupied the specified position. 

• non-monetary benefits - consisting of the provision of a vehicle. 

Long-term employee expenses include amounts expensed in respect of long service 
leave entitlements earned.  
 
Post-employment expenses include amounts expensed in respect of employer 
superannuation obligations. 
 
Termination benefits are not provided for within individual contracts of employment. 
Contracts of employment provide only for notice periods or payments in lieu of notice on 
termination, regardless of the reason for termination. 
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18. Key management personnel and remuneration expenses (continued) 

 

1st July 2019 - 30th June 2020     

Position 
Short Term Employee 

Expenses 

Long Term 
Employee 
Expenses 

Post 
Employment 

Expenses 

Total 
Expenses 

  Monetary 
Non-

monetary       

  $'000 $'000 $'000 $'000 $'000 

Chief Executive Officer (2) 
121 6 

    
-  15 142 

Inspector 110       5 10     15 140 

      

1st July 2018 - 30th June 2019     

Position 
Short Term Employee 

Expenses 

Long Term 
Employee 
Expenses 

Post 
Employment 

Expenses 

Total 
Expenses 

  Monetary 
Non-

monetary       

  $'000 $'000 $'000 $'000 $'000 

Chief Executive Officer (1)  39     6       -  5           50  

Chief Executive Officer (2) 72 21 - 11 104 

Inspector  102     5    2   13       122  

 

 
19.    Asset Revaluation Surplus by Class 
 
The asset revaluation surplus represents the net effect of upwards and 
downwards revaluations of assets to fair value.   

  Land Buildings  Infrastructure Total 

  2020 2020 2020 2020 

  $ $ $ $ 

          

 Balance 1 July 2019 184,000  791,199  4,345,175  5,320,374  

 Correction of prior period errors - 6,945 - 6,945 

 Revaluation increments -   51,232 -  51,232  

 Revaluation decrements (27,187)       - (27,187) 

 Impairment losses - - (236,246) (236,246) 

 Balance 30 June 2020 156,813  849,376  4,108,929  5,115,118 

 
 

Correction of Prior Period Errors    
The correction of $6,945 relates to the identification of duplicated assets in the Board’s asset 
register measured at fair value. 
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19.    Asset Revaluation Surplus by Class (continued) 
  

  Land Buildings  Infrastructure Total 

  2019 2019 2019 2019          

  $ $ $ $ 

      

 Balance 1 July 2018 184,000  798,144  4,392,293  5,374,437  

 Correction of prior period errors - (6,945) - (6,945) 

 Revaluation increments                 - -  - - 

 Revaluation decrements -  -  - - 

 Impairment losses - - (47,118) (47,118) 

 Balance 30 June 2019 184,000  791,199  4,345,175  5,320,374  

      

 Correction of Prior Period Errors         

 

The correction of $6,945 relates to the identification of duplicated assets in the Board’s asset 
register measured at fair value. This amount was incorrectly adjusted in 2019 and is corrected 
in 2020.  

 

   2020 2019 

   $ $ 

20. 
  

Reconciliation of operating surplus to net cash from 
operating activities    

      

 Operating result from continuing operations  50,789 391,419  

 
 

   

 Adjust for non-cash items    

 Depreciation  379,640 390,282  

 

Loss on disposal of property, plant & 
equipment  11,694     8,736 

     

 Changes in asset/liabilities    

 (Increase)/decrease in inventories  10,470  17,064  

 (Increase)/decrease in receivables  148,113 (143,977) 

 (Increase)/decrease in other assets  (2,871) 1,457 

 Increase/(decrease) in payables  (54,201) 30,732 

 

Increase/(decrease) in accrued employee 
benefits  1,403 (20,853)  

       

      

 Cash provided by operating activities  545,037   674,860  
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21. Financial Instruments    

     

 (a) Financial risk management    
     

 

The Board’s financial instruments consist mainly of deposits with banks, accounts 
receivable and accounts payable.  Details of the Board's financial instruments are:   

     

   2020 2019 

   $ $ 

 Financial Assets    

 Cash and cash equivalents  1,596,882 1,682,531 

 Receivables  1,813 149,926 

     

 Financial Liabilities    

 Payables  49,456 103,657 

 

 

The directors’ overall risk management strategy seeks to assist the Board in meeting its 
financial targets, whilst minimising the potential adverse effects on financial performance. 

 
The Board does not have any derivative instruments at 30 June 2020. 

 

The main risks the Board is exposed to through its financial instruments are interest rate 
risk, liquidity risk and credit risk.  

 

 (b) Market risk     
      

 

The Board does not trade in foreign currency and is not materially exposed to commodity 
price changes.  

      

 (c) Interest rate risk     
      

 

The Board is exposed to interest rate risk through its cash deposited in interest bearing 
accounts. Interest rate risk is managed with a mixture of fixed and floating rate bank 
accounts and deposits.   

      

 

There has been no change to the Board's exposure to interest rate risk or the manner in 
which it manages and measures the risk from the previous year.   

      

 

The Board’s exposure to interest rate risk, which is the risk that a financial instrument’s value 
will fluctuate as a result of changes in market interest rates and the effective weighted 
average interest rates on those financial assets and financial liabilities, is as follows:  
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21. 
 

 
Financial Instruments (continued) 
     

 

  

Weighted 
Average 
Effective 

Rate 

Floating 
Interest 

Rate 

Non-
Interest 
Bearing Total 

  % $ $ $ 

 2020         

 Financial Assets         

 Cash & cash equivalents 1.55% 1,596,882           - 1,596,882 

          

  
  1,596,882           - 1,596,882 

 2019 

    

 Financial Assets 

    

 Cash & cash equivalents 2.26% 1,682,506 25 1,682,531 

      

   1,682,506 25 1,682,531 

      

 (d) Sensitivity analysis     
      

 

The following interest rate sensitivity analysis is depicting the outcome to Statement of 
Comprehensive Income should there be a 100 basis points movement in interest rates. It 
assumes that the rate would be held constant over the financial period, with the change 
occurring at the beginning of the financial period. 

      

 

At reporting date, if the interest rate had been 100 basis points lower or higher on cash and 
cash equivalents the impact on profit and equity would be a corresponding movement in 
profit and equity of $15,969 (2019 $16,825). 

      

 (e) Liquidity risk     

      

 

Liquidity risk arises from the possibility that the Board might encounter difficulty in settling 
its debts or otherwise meet its obligations relating to financial liabilities. The Board manages 
liquidity risk by monitoring forecast cash flows and actual cash flows.   

      

 The Board is not exposed to any significant liquidity risk.      
 

 (f) Credit risk     

      

 

Exposure to credit risk relating to financial risk arises from the potential non-performance by 
other parties of contractual obligations that could lead to a financial loss to the Board. No 
financial assets have had their terms renegotiated so as to prevent them from being past 
due or impaired and are stated at the carrying amounts indicated in the statement of financial 
position. 
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22. Related Parties  

 

The Board key related parties are as follows: 

 

a) Any person(s) having authority and responsibility for planning, directing and 

controlling the activities of the entity, directly or indirectly (whether executive or 

otherwise) of that entity is considered key management personnel. 

 

b) Other related parties include close family members of key management personnel 

and entities that are controlled or jointly controlled by those key management 

personnel individually or collectively with those close family members. 

 

Transactions with Related Parties  

 

There are no related party transactions to be disclosed with respect to the 2019/20 financial 

year. 

 

23. Commitments 
 

Capital Expenditure Commitments 
 

The Board has no capital expenditure commitments as at 30 June 2020. 
 
24.  Contingent Assets or Liabilities 

 

There are no known contingent assets or liabilities as at 30 June 2020. 

 
25. Fair Value Measurement 
 
The Board measures fair values of asset and liabilities carried at fair value in the financial report 
using the following fair value hierarchy that reflects the significance of the inputs used in making 
the measurements. 
 
Level 1 Quoted market price (unadjusted) in an active market for an identical asset or liability. 

 
Level 2 
 

Valuation techniques based on observable inputs, either directly (i.e. as prices) or 
indirectly (i.e. derived from prices).  This category includes assets or liabilities valued 
using: 

• quoted market prices in active markets for similar assets or liabilities 

• quoted prices for identical or similar assets or liabilities in markets that are 
considered less than active; or 

• other valuation techniques where all significant inputs are directly or indirectly 
observable from market data. 

Level 3 
 

Valuation methods using significant observable inputs.  This category includes all 
assets and liabilities where the valuation technique includes inputs not based on 
observable data and the unobservable inputs have significant effect on the assets or 
liabilities valuation.  This category includes assets and liabilities that are valued 
based on quoted prices for similar assets or liabilities where significant unobservable 
adjustments or assumptions are required to reflect differences between them. 
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25. Fair Value Measurement (continued) 
 
Fair values for financial instruments or non-financial assets or liabilities traded in active markets 
are based on quoted market prices at reporting date.  The quoted market price for financial assets 
is the current bid price.  The fair value of financial instruments that are not traded in an active 
market are determined using valuation techniques.  To the extent possible assumptions used are 
based on observable market prices and rates at the end of the reporting date. 
 
The following table categorises assets and liabilities measured and recognised as fair value at the 

reporting date by the level of the fair value hierarchy into which the fair value measurement is 

categorised.  Comparative information for non-financial assets has not been provided as permitted 

by the transitional provisions of the new Standard. 

 

2020                     Level 1 Level 2 Level 3 Total 

                   $ $ $ $ 

Recurring fair value measurements    

 Non-Financial Assets     

  - infrastructure - - 5,027,665 5,027,665 

  - land and buildings - 1,110,000  313,453 1,423,453 

   - 1,110,000    5,341,118 6,451,118 

  
 

2019                 Level 1 Level 2 Level 3 Total 

                $ $ $ $ 

Recurring fair value measurements    

 Non-Financial Assets     

  - infrastructure - - 5,392,436  5,392,436  

  - land and buildings - 530,000  543,998  1,073,998  

   - 530,000   5,936,434  6,466,434  
 
Valuation Techniques and Unobservable Inputs Used to Derive Level 2 Fair Values 
 
Land and Buildings located on freehold land 
 
The valuation of the Rabbit Board freehold houses and structures has been carried out on a 
Market Value approach.  The market approach uses recent observable data for similar properties 
and may incorporate the use of valuing the property using a discounted cash flow methodology. 
 
Valuation Techniques and Unobservable Inputs Used to Derive Level 3 Fair Values 
 

Infrastructure Assets 
 

The valuation of the rabbit proof fence has been carried out on a Current Replacement Cost basis 
and has been calculated based on a rate per kilometre with costs for materials, plant and labour. 
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25. Fair Value Measurement (continued) 
 
The Net Book Value of the Rabbit Fence was calculated by splitting the fence up into two 
components that being 365 kilometres of Standard Rabbit Fence consisting of three metre panels, 
steel / timber post, two barbed wires, four plain wires and rabbit netting infill and 190 kilometres of 
Rabbit and Dog Fencing consisting of the same construction with the inclusion of top dog netting. 
 

The total useful life of the fence structure has been assessed to be 50 years based on prior 

assessments.  The Standard Rabbit Fence and Rabbit and Dog Fencing has then been 

categorised into the following standards or condition of the fence (New Condition, Good Condition, 

Fair Condition and Scheduled for Replacement).  For each category a remaining useful life of the 

fence has been adopted with a total kilometre allocation for each of these categories.  The lengths 

and the remaining useable life of the two fence types have been assessed by inspection of the 

representative sample of the whole. 

 
Land and Buildings 
 

Houses and structures located on uncontrolled reserves 
 

The valuation of houses and structures located on uncontrolled land reserves has been carried out 
on a Current Replacement Cost basis and has been calculated using the replacement value of 
each of the different houses and then depreciated depending on age and condition. During 
2019/20 the Board purchased three (3) properties resulting in houses and structures on those 
properties being revalued at Fair Value. 
 
Reconciliation of recurring Level 3 Fair Value Measurements 
 

The movement in the fair value of level 3 assets during the year was: 

    Infrastructure 

Building and 
Structures on 
Uncontrolled 

Reserves Total 

    $ $ $ 

Balance at beginning of the year          5,392,436             543,998           5,936,434 

Additions during the year  120,038 2,994              123,032       

Disposals during the year *                    - (208,768)                    (208,768)  

Depreciation expense            (248,564)               (24,769)  (273,333) 

Impairment losses  (236,246) - (236,246) 

Balance at end of the year  5,027,664             313,455          5,341,119  

  

 

 

  

 
* Disposals represent NPV of houses on reserves transitioned to freehold during 2019/20      
 
There has been no change to the valuation techniques used to calculate the fair values 
disclosed in the notes to the financial statements. 
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DARLING DOWNS - MORETON RABBIT BOARD 
CERTIFICATE OF THE CHAIRMAN AND CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER 

 
These general purpose financial statements have been prepared pursuant to section 62(1) of the 
Financial Accountability Act 2009 (the Act), section 39 of the Financial and Performance 
Management Standard 2019 and other prescribed requirements. In accordance with section 62(1)(b) 
of the Act we certify that in our opinion: 
 
(a) the prescribed requirements for establishing and keeping the accounts have been complied 

with in all material respects; and 
 
(b) the financial statements have been drawn up to present a true and fair view, in accordance 

with prescribed accounting standards, of the transactions of the Darling Downs - Moreton 
Rabbit Board for the financial year ended 30 June 2020 and of the financial position of the 
Board at the end of that year; and 

 
We acknowledge our responsibility under s.7 and s.11 of the Financial and Performance 
Management Standard 2019 for the establishment and maintenance, in all material respects, of an 
appropriate and effective system of internal controls and risk management processes with respect 
to financial reporting throughout the reporting period. 
 
 

 

       
………………………………………..    …………………………………….. 

Mrs Anne Glasheen      Mr Ian Stevenson 

Chairman       Chief Executive Officer 

 
26 August 2020 
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INDEPENDENT AUDITOR'S REPORT 
 

To the Board of the Darling Downs-Moreton Rabbit Board  
 
Report on the audit of the financial report  
 
Opinion  
 
I have audited the accompanying financial report of the Darling Downs-Moreton Rabbit Board (the 
Board).  
 
In my opinion, the financial report: 
 
a) gives a true and fair view of the entity's financial position as at 30 June 2020, and its financial 

performance and cash flows for the year then ended 
 

b) complies with the Financial Accountability Act 2009, the Financial and Performance 
Management Standard 2019 and Australian Accounting Standards. 

 
The financial report comprises the statement of financial position as at 30 June 2020, the 
statement of profit or loss and other comprehensive income, statement of changes in equity and 
statement of cash flows for the year then ended, notes to the financial statements including 
summaries of significant accounting policies and other explanatory information, and the certificate 
of the Chairman and Chief Executive Officer.  
 
Basis for opinion  
 
I conducted my audit in accordance with the Auditor-General Auditing Standards, which 
incorporate the Australian Auditing Standards. My responsibilities under those standards are 
further described in the Auditor’s Responsibilities for the Audit of the Financial Report section of my 
report. 
 
I am independent of the entity in accordance with the ethical requirements of the Accounting 
Professional and Ethical Standards Board’s APES 110 Code of Ethics for Professional 
Accountants (the Code) that are relevant to my audit of the financial report in Australia. I have also 
fulfilled my other ethical responsibilities in accordance with the Code and the Auditor-General 
Auditing Standards.  
 
I believe that the audit evidence I have obtained is sufficient and appropriate to provide a basis for 
my opinion.  
 
Other Information  
 
Other information comprises financial and non-financial information (other than the audited 
financial report) in the Board’s annual report.  
 
Those charged with governance are responsible for the other information.  
 
My opinion on the financial report does not cover the other information and accordingly I do not 
express any form of assurance conclusion thereon. 
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In connection with my audit of the financial report, my responsibility is to read the other information 
and, in doing so, consider whether the other information is materially inconsistent with the financial 
report or my knowledge obtained in the audit or otherwise appears to be materially misstated.  
 
If, based on the work I have performed, I conclude that there is a material misstatement of this 
other information, I am required to report that fact.  
 
I have nothing to report in this regard.  
 
Responsibilities of the entity for the financial report  
 
The Board is responsible for the preparation of the financial report that gives a true and fair view in 
accordance with the Financial Accountability Act 2009, the Financial and Performance 
Management Standard 2019 and Australian Accounting Standards, and for such internal control as 
the Board determines is necessary to enable the preparation of the financial report that is free from 
material misstatement, whether due to fraud or error.   
 
The Board is also responsible for assessing the entity's ability to continue as a going concern, 
disclosing, as applicable, matters relating to going concern and using the going concern basis of 
accounting unless it is intended to abolish the entity or to otherwise cease operations.   
 
Auditor’s responsibilities for the audit of the financial report  
 
My objectives are to obtain reasonable assurance about whether the financial report as a whole is 
free from material misstatement, whether due to fraud or error, and to issue an auditor’s report that 
includes my opinion. Reasonable assurance is a high level of assurance, but is not a guarantee 
that an audit conducted in accordance with the Australian Auditing Standards will always detect a 
material misstatement when it exists. Misstatements can arise from fraud or error and are 
considered material if, individually or in aggregate, they could reasonably be expected to influence 
the economic decisions of users taken on the basis of this financial report.  
 
As part of an audit in accordance with the Australian Auditing Standards, I exercise professional 
judgement and maintain professional scepticism throughout the audit. I also: 
 

• Identify and assess the risks of material misstatement of the financial report, whether due to 
fraud or error, design and perform audit procedures responsive to those risks, and obtain audit 
evidence that is sufficient and appropriate to provide a basis for my opinion. The risk of not 
detecting a material misstatement resulting from fraud is higher than for one resulting from 
error, as fraud may involve collusion, forgery, intentional omissions, misrepresentations, or the 
override of internal control. 
 

• Obtain an understanding of internal control relevant to the audit in order to design audit 
procedures that are appropriate in the circumstances. This is not done for the purpose of 
expressing an opinion on the effectiveness of the entity’s internal controls, but allows me to 
express an opinion on compliance with prescribed requirements. 

 

• Evaluate the appropriateness of accounting policies used and the reasonableness of 
accounting estimates and related disclosures made by the entity. 
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• Conclude on the appropriateness of the entity's use of the going concern basis of accounting 
and, based on the audit evidence obtained, whether a material uncertainty exists related to 
events or conditions that may cast significant doubt on the entity's ability to continue as a going 
concern. If I conclude that a material uncertainty exists, I am required to draw attention in my 
auditor’s report to the related disclosures in the financial report or, if such disclosures are 
inadequate, to modify my opinion. I base my conclusions on the audit evidence obtained up to 
the date of my auditor’s report. However, future events or conditions may cause the entity to 
cease to continue as a going concern. 

 

• Evaluate the overall presentation, structure and content of the financial report, including the 
disclosures, and whether the financial report represents the underlying transactions and events 
in a manner that achieves fair presentation. 

 
I communicate with the Board regarding, among other matters, the planned scope and timing of 
the audit and significant audit findings, including any significant deficiencies in internal control that I 
identify during my audit.  
 
Statement  
 
In accordance with s.40 of the Auditor-General Act 2009, for the year ended 30 June 2020: 
 
a) I received all the information and explanations I required. 
 
b) I consider that, the prescribed requirements in relation to the establishment and keeping of 

accounts were complied with in all material respects. 
 
Prescribed requirements scope  
 
The prescribed requirements for the establishment and keeping of accounts are contained in the 
Financial Accountability Act 2009, any other Act and the Financial and Performance Management 
Standard 2019. The applicable requirements include those for keeping financial records that 
correctly record and explain the entity’s transactions and account balances to enable the 
preparation of a true and fair financial report. 
 
 

27 August 2020 
 
 

 
 
Melissa Fletcher         Queensland Audit Office 
as delegate of the Auditor-General        Brisbane 
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Budget Variances 

 

Account 
Number 

Budget Item Description Budget 
2019-2020 

Actual 
2019-2020 

Notes on 2019-
2020 Material 

Variances 

4-0000 INCOME    

4-1000 Reimbursements    

4-1100 Annual Local Authority Precept 1,784,795 1,784,795  

 Total Reimbursements Income 1,784,795 1,784,795  

4-2000 Other Income    

4-2100 Sundry Recoveries  394  

4-2200 Interest Earned 20,000 25,791  

4-2300 Miscellaneous Administration 
Receipts 

3,378 190  

4-2600 SQL Funding  24,000  

 Total Other Income 23,378 50,375  

4-3000 Fence Maintenance    

4-3100 Top Netting – Local Authorities 15,435 15,898  

4-3350 Goondiwindi Regional Council  36,480  

4-3500 Private Works  5,200  

4-3600 Insurance Refund – Fence 100,000 27,085 Balance Karara Project 

 Total Fence Maintenance Income 115,435 84,663  

4-4000 Recoveries and Refunds    

4-3600 Insurance Refund – Stolen 
Equipment 

 22,085  

4-4010 Miscellaneous Admin. Receipts & 
Recoveries 

 724  

4-4015 Workers Compensation 
Reimbursement 

 23,493  

4-4200 Paddock Lease & House Rent 
Recoveries 

660 662  
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Account 
Number 

Budget Item Description Budget 
2019-2020 

Actual 
2019-2020 

Notes on 2019-
2020 Material 
Variances 

4-4300 Telephone Recoveries 930 9  

4-4700 Uniform Recoveries – Staff 200 22  

 Total Recoveries and Refunds  1,790 46,995  

4-8000 Miscellaneous Income  597  

 Miscellaneous Income  597  

 Capital Funding 413,635 347,187 Contra 

6-3800 Loss on Sale of Assets  (11,694)  

 TOTAL INCOME 2,339,033 2,302,918  
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Account 
Number 

Budget Item Description Budget 
2019-2020 

Actual 
2019-2020 

Notes on 2019-2020 
Material Variances 

6-000 EXPENSES    

6-1000 Fence Patrol, Improvements/Mtce & 
Rabbit Control 

   

6-1105 Wages – Ordinary 648,793 560,406 Part wages capitalised to 
Improvements 

6-1500 Fencing Materials 52,000 17,997 Part Fence Materials and 
Fence Maintenance 
Capitalised to Improvements 

6-1600 Maintenance & Repair Rabbit Fence 57,500 10,839  

6-1750 Signs 3,143 717  

6-1800 Grids and Gates 25,000 14,321  

 Total Fence Patrol, Improvements 
and Mtce Expenses 

786,436 604,280  

6-1100 Employee Costs    

6-1108 Wages – Sick Pay 10,166 15,861  

6-1110 Wages – Annual Leave 75,000 86,913  

6-1112 Wages – Long Service Leave 20,000 32,451  

6-1130 Superannuation 92,000 102,104 Includes Staff Salary 
Sacrifice 

6-1135 WH&S, Safety Equipment & PPE 8,000 5,173  

6-1140 Training 6,000 3,667  

 Total Employee Costs 211,166 246,169  

     

6-2000 General Administration    

6-2050 Chief Executive Officer & Administration 
Officer Salaries 

153,805 152,931 
 

6-2150 Director Expenses 4,839 1,265 
 

6-2200 Electricity & Gas 4,222 5,632 
 

6-2250 Advertising and Signs 4,000 4,179 
 

6-2300 Printing and Stationery 5,800 5,792 
 

6-2350 Telephone & Postage 21,500 15,680 
 

6-2400 Audit Fees 13,200 14,349 
 

6-2425 Accounting Fees 1,000 750 
 

6-2450 Bank Charges 100 24 
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Account 
Number 

Budget Item Description Budget 
2019-2020 

Actual 
2019-2020 

Notes on 2019-2020 
Material Variances 

6-2500 Legal Expenses 500  
 

6-2540 Asset Valuation Fees 4,000 450 
 

6-2550 Insurance & Registrations 42,500 43,159 
 

6-2560 Workers Compensation Premiums 13,770 13,259 
 

6-2600 Miscellaneous Administration 10,000 7,657 
 

6-2620 Conference/Seminars/Workshops 2,500  
 

6,2650 Council Rates & Land Rentals 14,000 7,815 
Woodenbong Land Licence 
not determined as at 30 
June 2020 

6-2700 EDP/IT & Computer Equipment 18,000 18,609 
 

6-2800 Staff Uniforms 2,500 3,480 
Change in Uniform Policy 

6-2900 Fringe Benefits Tax 9,000 5,943 
 

 Total General Administration 325,236 300,974  

6-3000 Plant, Equipment & Buildings    

6-3120 Motor Vehicle Replacement Expense 110,000  
Purchases of $118,836 
capitalised 30 June 2020 

6-3200 Fuel, Oil & Tyres 73,974 77,020 
 

6-3300 Maintenance & Repair Plant & Tools 56,375 58,244 
 

6-3400 Purchase Small Plant 8,200 10,792 
 

6-3450 Machinery – Tractors/Implements 23,250  
Purchases of $24,050 plus 
replace stolen equipment 
$25,939 capitalised 30 June 
2020 

6-3500 Floating Plant & Loose Tools 5,200 6,134 
 

6-3600 Building Maintenance 15,000 15,075 
 

6-3700 Office Equipment & Furniture 2,000 45 
 

 Total Plant, Equipment & Building 
Expenses 

293,999 167,310  

6-4000 Compliance & Eradication    

6-4100 Compliance Salaries 134,911 154,500 
Completion of Project 5 
funded by the Board 

6-4200 Contractor Expenses 55,350 50,388 
 

6-4300 Other Expenses 12,300 881 
 

6-9205 SQ Landscapes  800 Machinery Hire Only.  Other 
costs in 6-4100 

 Total Compliance & Eradication 202,561 206,569  
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Account 
Number 

Budget Item Description Budget 
2019-2020 

Actual 
2019-2020 

Notes on 2019-2020 
Material Variances 

6-5000 Capital    

6-5100 Stores Compound 1,500  
 

6-5400 Wood Street Property 4,500  
 

4-3600 Insurance Claim - Fence 100,000  No expenditure in 2019-
2020 

 Total Capital 106,000   

1-2500 Capital Funding    

1-2530 Purchase Millmerran Property 97,200 96,960  

1-2550 Purchase White Swamp Property 140,450 139,785  

1-2560 Purchase Karara Property 110,985 110,442  

6-3120 Purchase Backhoe/Loader 65,000  Purchase deferred to 2020-
2021 

 Total Capital Funding 413,635 347,187 Contra 

6-6000 Depreciation    

6-6100 Depreciation – Buildings  12,858 
 

6-6200 Depreciation – Land Improvements  10,132 
 

6-6300 Depreciation – Infrastructure (Fence)  248,564 
 

6-6400 Depreciation – Plant and Equipment  106,306 
 

6-6500 Depreciation – Portable Buildings  713  

6-6600 Depreciation – Overnight Huts  1,067  

 Total Depreciation  379,640  

 TOTAL EXPENSES 2,339,033 2,252,129  

 Nett Surplus - Deficit  (50,789)  
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Darling Downs-Moreton Rabbit Board 
 

 

Operational Plan  

Year ended 30 June 2020 
 

 

No. Description Responsibility KPI Outcome 

Strategic / Governance    

1 Improve Engagement with Contributing Councils CEO • Four Board updates sent to Councils over 

the course of the year. 

• Finalise MOU negotiations with Councils 

• Councils to endorse 2019/2020 Board 

Budget and future Budgets. 

• Achieved 

 

• In Progress 

 

• Achieved 

2 Develop Rabbit Eradication Plan for the Board Area Compliance 

Coordinator/ 

Inspector 

• Proposed Strategy completed by 30 June 

and endorsed by the contributing Councils. 

• Board compliance and control program 

aligns with contributing Council’s 

Biosecurity plans and the Queensland 

Biosecurity Plan. 

• In Progress 

 

• Achieved 

Fence Maintenance / Renewal    

5 Maintain Barrier Fence in rabbit proof conditions 

 

Inspector  • Fence is Rabbit Proof > 95% • Achieved 

6 Renewal Projects: 

• Replace Fence at Brigalow heading west 3km 

• Replace Fence at Karara Everleigh Gate area 8km  

• Replace Four (4) Gates and Four (4) Floodways in 

the Darling Downs Division   

• Replace Fence at Lindsay Creek (head east from 

flood block) 1 km 

 

Inspector 

Inspector 

Inspector 

 

Inspector 

 

 

• Capital Projects completed on time and 

within budget allocations. 

 

• Achieved 

7 Investigate funding sources to top net 23k section of fence 

in SDRC area 

CEO • Funding sources identified • Achieved 
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No. Description Responsibility KPI Outcomes 

Compliance / Eradication    

8 Determine the distribution and abundance of rabbits within 

the DDMRB area on inspected properties. 

Compliance Co-

ordinator 
• 100 Inspections per month 

• Pet rabbit reports dealt with within five 

working days 

 

• Achieved 

• Achieved 

9 Assess the degree and type of damage caused by rabbits 

from inspected properties 

Compliance Co-

ordinator 
• 5 breeding sites cleared of rabbits per 

month 

 

• Achieved 

10 Provide advice to landholders on removing rabbits from 

inspected properties. 

Compliance Co-

ordinator 
• Provide advice on control plans for 10 

properties per month 

• Landholders commence control plans for 

10 properties per month. 

 

• Achieved 

 

• Achieved 
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ANNUAL REPORT CHECKLIST 

 
FAA  Financial Accountability Act 2009  
FPMS  Financial and Performance Management Standard 2019 
ARRs Annual Report Requirements for Queensland Government Agencies 
 
 

Summary Requirement 
 

Basis for requirement Annual report 
reference 

Letter of Compliance Letter of Compliance from accountable 
officer or statutory body to the relevant 
Minister 

ARR’s – section 7 Page 4 

Accessibility Table of Contents Glossary ARR’s – section 9.1 
 

Page 3 

Public availability ARR’s – section 9.2 
 

Page 2 

Interpreter service statement Queensland Government 
Languages Services Policy 

 
ARR’s – section 9.3 
 

Page 2 

Copyright notice Copyright Act 1968 
 
ARR’s – section 9.4 
 

Page 2 

Information licensing Queensland Government 
Enterprise Architecture – 
Information Licensing 

 
ARR’s – section 9.5 
 

Page 2 
 

General Information  Introductory information 
 

ARR’s – section 10.1 Page 5 

Agency role and main functions 
 

ARR’s – section 10.2 Page 8 

Operating environment 
 

ARR’s – section 10.3 Page 8 

Non-financial 
performance 

Government objectives for the 
community 
 

ARR’s – section 11.1 N/A 

Other whole of government 
plans/specific initiatives 
 

ARR’s – section 11.2 
 

N/A 

Agency objectives and performance 
indicators 

ARR’s – section 11.3 
 
 

Pages 8 to 14 

Agency service areas, service standards 
and other measures 

ARR’s – section 11.4 
 
 

Pages 8 to 14 

Financial performance Summary financial performance ARR’s – section 12.1 
 

Pages 16 to 44 
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ANNUAL REPORT CHECKLIST 

 
FAA  Financial Accountability Act 2009  
FPMS  Financial and Performance Management Standard 2019 
ARRs Annual Report Requirements for Queensland Government Agencies 

 

Summary Requirement 
 

Basis for requirement Annual report 
reference 

Governance –  
management and 
structure 

Organisation structure ARR’s - section 13.1 
 

Page 47 

Executive management ARR’s - section 13.2 
 

Pages 34 -35 

Board and committees ARR’s - section 13.3 
 

N/A 

Public Sector Ethics Public Sector Ethics Act 
1994 (section 23 and 
Schedule) 

 
ARR’s – section 13.4 
 

Page 13 

 Human Rights Human Rights Act 2019 
 
ARRs – section 13.5 

 

Page 13 

 Queensland public service values ARR’s – section 13.6 
 

Pages 13 

Governance - risk 
management and 
accountability 

Risk management ARRs – section 14.1 
 

Page 12 

Audit committee ARRs – section 14.2 
 

N/A 

Internal audit ARRs – section 14.3 
 

N/A 

External Scrutiny ARRs – section 14.4 
 

N/A 

Information systems and recordkeeping ARRs – section 14.5 
 

Page 9 

Governance - human 
resources 

• Strategic workforce planning 
and performance 
 

ARRs – section 15.1 N/A 

• Early retirement, redundancy 
and retrenchment 

 

Directive NO 11/12 Early 
Retirement, Redundancy 
and Retrenchment 

 
ARRs – section 15.2 

N/A 

Open Data • Statement advising 
publication of information 
 

ARRs – section 16 
 

Page 12 

 • Consultancies 
 

ARRs – section 33.1 Page 13 

 • Overseas travel 
 

ARRs – section 33.2 Page 14 

 • Queensland Language Services 
Policy 
 

ARRs – section 33.3 Page 13 

Financial Statements Certification of financial statements FAA – section 62 
FPMS – sections 38,39 
& 46 
ARRs – section 17.1 
 

Page 43 

Independent Auditors Report FAA – section 62 
FPMS – section 46 
ARRs – section 17.2 

Pages 44 to 46  



Annual Report 2019–2020
Darling Downs – Moreton Rabbit Board 
www.ddmrb.org.au


	Darling Downs-Moreton Rabbit Board 2019-2020 Annual Report
	Darling Downs-Moreton Rabbit Board Address
	Public Availability
	Interpreter Service Statement
	Table of Contents
	Letter to Minister
	Chairman's Annual Report 2019-2020
	Chief Executive Officer's Report 2019-2020
	Statement of Profit or Loss and Other Comprehensive Income for the year ended 30 June 2020
	Income from continuing operations
	Expenses from continuing operations
	Total expenses from continuing operations
	Operating result from continuing operations
	Other comprehensive income

	Statement of Financial Position as at 30 June 2020
	Current assets
	Current liabilities
	Equity

	Statement of Changes in Equity for the year ended 30 June 2020
	Statement of Cash Flows as at 30 June 2020
	Cash flows from operating activities
	Cash flows from investing activities

	Notes to and forming part of the financial statements for the year ended 30 June 2020
	1. Summary of Significant Accounting Policies
	1.1 Objectives oand principal activities of the Board
	1.2 Basis of Accounting
	1.3 Funding of the Board's Operations - Lands Protection Fund
	1.4 User Charges
	1.5 Grants and Contributions
	1.6 Interest and Revenue
	1.7 Cash and Cash Equivalents
	1.8 Receivables
	1.9 Inventories
	1.10 Acquisition of Assets
	1.11 Property, Plant and Equipment
	1.12 Revaluation of Non-Current Physical Assets
	1.13 Depreciation of Property, Plant and Equipment
	1.14 Impairment of Non-Current Assets
	1.15 Employee Benefits
	1.16 Taxation
	1.17 Goods and Services Tax
	1.18 Issuance of Financial Statements
	1.19 Accounting Estimates and Judgements
	1.20 Fair Value Measurement
	1.21 Adoption of New and Revised Accounting Standards
	1.21.1 AASB 15 Revenue from Contracts with Customers
	1.21.2 AASB 1058 income of Not-For-Profit Entities
	1.21.3 AASB 16: Leases


	2. User Charges
	3. Grants and contributions
	4. Interest received
	5. Other revenue
	6. Loss on disposal of property, plant and equipment
	7. Employees expenses Employee benefits
	8. Supplies and services
	9. Depreciation
	10. Other expenses
	11. Cash and cash equivalents
	12. Receivables
	13. Inventories
	14. Other Assets
	15. Infrastructure, property, plant and equipment
	15.1 Land
	15.2 Buildings
	15.3 Infrastructure - rabbit proof fence
	15.4 Plant and equipment
	15.5 Valuation of property, plant and equipment
	15.5.1 Land, buildings and infrastructure
	15.5.2 Plant and equipment

	15.6 Property, plant & equipment movement reconciliation

	16. Payables
	17. Accrued Employee Benefits
	18. Key management personnel and remuneration expenses
	19. Asset Revaluation Surplus by Class
	20. Reconciliation of operating surplus to net cash from operating activities
	21. Financial Instruments
	(a) Financial risk management
	(b) Market risk
	(c) Interest rate risk
	(d) Sensitivity analysis
	(e) Liquidity risk
	(f) Credit risk

	22. Related Parties
	23. Commitments
	24. Contingent Assets or Liabilities
	25. Fair Value Measurement

	Certificate of the Chairman and Chief Executive Officer
	Independent Auditor's Report
	Organisational Chart
	Budget Variances
	Income
	Expenses

	Operational Plan year ended 30 June 2020
	Annual Report Checklist



